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Officers and Contact Information: 

 

President: Mr Roger Patterson                 

Chairman: Mr Tom Moore     

Hon. Treasurer: Mr Murray West  

Hon. Secretary: Mrs Sue Elliott          

Membership: Mr Gordon Allan 

Newsletter: Miss Caroline Drewett 

WISBOROUGH GREEN  

BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

DIARY OF EVENTS 
 

APIARY MEETINGS 

No scheduled meetings. 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP FEES ARE NOW DUE! 

Subscriptions must be paid by 31st December 2015  (see page 2) 
 

EVENTS 2016 

Tuesday 26th January, 7:00pm - Presentation by Christine Stevens (See page 3) 

Tuesday 23rd February - Presentation by Peter Higgs on Honey Bee Removal . 

Saturday 27th February - West Sussex Annual Convention (See page 6) 

 

BBKA SURVEY - Online completion available until end of December (See page 4) 

 

 

 
 

01403 790637 roger-patterson@btconnect.com 

01798 343470 stone.house@btinternet.com 

01798 867048 murray@mt-w.co.uk 

01403 752493 sj.elliott@ukgateway.net 

01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 

01798 343883 caroline.drewett@btinternet.com  

A DIVISION OF WEST SUSSEX BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

DECEMBER 2015 

We advise all beekeepers not to purchase bees and queens that may have been imported. 

This is to reduce the risk of importing pests and diseases. Very often they are unsuitable for 

our climate and it is possible that aggression may show in subsequent generations. 

To help reduce the carbon footprint, parking and traffic on the roads we ask members 

to share vehicles if possible when attending meetings.  
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Membership subscriptions are now due, payable by either cheque or bank transfer.   

 

Irrespective of payment method, the completed form must be returned either by post or 

email and subscription paid by 31st December 2015. 

 

Please complete one form for each BBKA member.  

 

If making payment by bank transfer/internet banking, please include the reference details as per 

the membership form, i.e. ‘Member - A Bloggs’. 

 

Please complete all sections of the membership form, including the total sum due; and ensure the 

payment sent is for the correct amount. 

 

Due to the design of the membership form, it will be attached as a separate document within the 

distribution email and will be in MSWord format. 

 

 

As most members will know, we have for many years distributed oxalic acid solution free of 

charge, to encourage winter treatment as part of an effective Varroa management technique.  We 

have supplied the treatment for up to 500 hives each year.  However, as noted last month, now that 

there is an official approved product we can no longer make up and distribute our own solution.  It 

is only legal to use the approved product, Api-Bioxal. 

 

Also as noted last month, there have been some worryingly high numbers of mites dropping from 

hives this autumn.  I have had figures from several members who have monitored recently, and 

whichever treatment was used in August/September (I have had figures following use of Apiguard, 

ApilifeVar, Thymovar and MAQS), almost everyone has found a wide variation in the efficacy of 

treatment, with recent daily drops of mites varying between almost none (2 in a week) to 100 per 

day, within the same apiary and all treated the same way.  The higher numbers suggest a major 

threat to colony survival. 

 

My opinion is that it is vital that we all treat with oxalic acid this month, ideally with no sealed 

brood present in the hives.  Precise timing may be difficult to judge as many queens will have con-

tinued to lay in the mild weather.  We have never done as some people do, and destroyed all sealed 

brood ahead of treatment, but I intend to check for sealed brood and do that this year to improve 

percentage mite kill. 

Api-Bioxal is not cheap (at least compared to the treatment we made up ourselves) but to encour-

age all our members to use it I have obtained a supply of the smallest pack at a very good price, 

and we can supply it to you (while stocks last) at cost.  The pack makes 500ml of solution, and 

treatment is the same volume as you may be used to using, 5ml trickled per seam of bees.   Thus 

the pack will treat a minimum of 10 large colonies, and I believe is likely to be enough to treat up 

to 14 average hives.  Unfortunately there is no smaller pack.  For economy, small groups of  
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members with only a few hives might like to get together and coordinate treatment (the solution 

must be applied within 24 hours of mixing to comply with the instructions on the pack). 

 

Cost per pack (35g sachet) is £8.00 collected from me in Petworth. 

 

I can mail it to you at a cost of £9.00 to include P&P. 

 

I will need payment in advance or on collection, which can be by BACS transfer to the WGBKA 

bank account (details on the membership form). 

 

To order, please email me as soon as possible at stone.house@btinternet.com 

 

Tom 

 

The following Winter Meeting has been scheduled for Tuesday 26th January 2016.  Venue will be 

Loxwood North Hall, with a prompt start at 7:00pm. 

 

Christine Stevens, Chichester Division, will give a presentation entitled Honey and Wax Handling. 

 

Christine worked for over 30 years at Goodwood.  She had responsibility for all aspects of sales 

and marketing, including the management of the corporate hospitality, sponsorship and merchan-

dising departments initially for the horse racing and then for the Festival of Speed and the Good-

wood Revival meeting.  She started beekeeping with her husband in 1995, managing 40 hives; 

producing and selling up to a ton of honey a year. 

 

In recent years Christine has been invited to talk to various beekeeping groups about honey mar-

keting and other beekeeping related subjects.  She believes that as beekeepers we are fortunate to 

be producing such wonderful products as honey and beeswax, and as such, we should present them 

to the highest standards and ensure that anything we sell will make the people who buy it feel that 

it is something special. 

 

This will be an informative talk, with lots of handy tips to help you through the honey handling 

process.  

For those without honey of their own, jars of honey from our teaching apiary are available at just 

£5 per 454g (1 lb) jar.  If you want a bulk supply (30 lb bucket) we should be able to negotiate a 

discounted price.   

 

We have both early (light colour) and late season (darker) honey available. 

 

To order please contact Tom by email, stone.house@btinternet.co . 

 

 

 

mailto:stone.house@btinternet.com
mailto:stone.house@btinternet.co


Page 4 

4  

A reminder that all members are encouraged to complete the BBKA on-line survey.  The survey is 

available until the end of December via the following link:   

http://www.bbka.org.uk/members/bbka_survey_october_to_december_2015 . 

 

BBKA in the coming years. 

Over the last twelve years the BBKA has grown significantly.  In 2003 there were 60 Area Asso-

ciations and 8,463 members.  Today there are 69 Area Associations and around 25,500 members.  

Twelve years ago members were mostly interested in producing honey but British beekeeping has 

changed much over the last 12 years.  Today’s membership’s interests are wide and varied. 

Like many organisations that have grown rapidly, our structure and ways of working need to 

adapt.  So the time has come to ask ourselves some questions starting with the following: 

1.What roles should the BBKA be playing? 

2.What sort of organisation structure would be best to fulfil these roles? 

3.What sort of constitutional structure would ensure good governance? 

A survey has been developed to get input which will allow us to start the process of answer-

ing those questions.  I am asking all members as individuals to complete the survey to get as 

wide a response as possible.   

The survey will be open from the beginning of October to the end of December.  To help in 

the analysis of the data it should be completed online via the link available at http://

www.bbka.org.uk/members/bbka_survey_october_to_december_2015 . 

Some of the questions posed in the survey are, of necessity, controversial but they have all been 

suggested to me by members and member association officers.  This is an opportunity to see if 

they have a wider relevance. 

This survey is the first step in ensuring that it is the organisation you want it to be whatever your 

interest in the keeping of bees.  Please help by supporting this survey and please be reassured that 

all responses will be treated in the strictest of confidence, with no one member or Association 

identified by their responses. 

If you have any questions or problems completing the survey then please contact the office at 

2015survey@BBKA.org.uk . 

I look forward to seeing the results of this survey which I am sure will give us all a lot to think 

about.  Thank you in advance for your support. 

With Kind Regards 

Doug Brown 

BBKA Chairman 

 

http://www.bbka.org.uk/members/bbka_survey_october_to_december_2015
http://www.bbka.org.uk/members/bbka_survey_october_to_december_2015
http://www.bbka.org.uk/members/bbka_survey_october_to_december_2015
mailto:2015survey@BBKA.org.uk
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By the time you read this we will be within three weeks of the shortest 

day.  Having said that, I think I can count on one hand the number of 

frosts we have had so far.  Wasps are still reasonably plentiful, which 

may cause problems, as they did a couple of years ago when both Daisy 

and myself lost colonies in January to wasps.  I think I have seen more 

fieldfares and redwing than I have ever seen at the end of November, so 

perhaps they know something we don't.  The older I get, the more I see 

that I think is unusual; and the more I think my memory is playing 

tricks on me! 

 

I have been rather busy lately, so I have not put much thought to what I can write this month, but 

Caroline has told me that Nell has offered to help out!  One of the things I have been doing is to 

set up the BIBBA conference in the Isle of Man in September.  There will be more in future issues, 

but I'm pleased to tell you that I have managed to book Randy Oliver (check him out http://

scientificbeekeeping.com/), which was a very pleasant surprise.  There will be more later as the 

programme is put together, but if you wish to stay on speaking terms with Nell and myself then 

keep Sept 20-22 free!  Flights from Gatwick are very reasonable and it could be a good couple of 

days at a very reasonable price. 

 

John Glover should have contacted most of you by now about the Winter Learning sessions.  

Please try to find time to attend, as these events are good for discussing various topics we don't 

always have time for at the apiary; as well as giving you an idea of what you may need to read up 

on at home.  We have put everyone in what we hope are similar ability groups, where topics and 

depth of discussion should reflect that.  We have options for weekends and midweek, so no ex-

cuses!  Even if you have been before, please don't think there is no need to go again.  The topics 

are changed regularly and there is always the slim chance you may have forgotten what you heard 

last time!  If you have not had an invite from John, it may be because you don't come to the apiary 

very often, so we don't know which group to put you in.  Please contact John if you would like to 

take part and we will try to find a solution. 

 

I recently had an email from an American beekeeper who was rather complimentary about some 

recent queen rearing pages I have put on Dave Cushman's website.  He told me where he came 

from, so I looked at the website of his local BKA.  I had a bit of a rummage around and had a look 

at websites of other local US BKAs where I found the Steuben County Honey Bee Association 

Bath, NY http://www.schba.info/.  On their "info" page was this little gem........ "Dues for 2015 

are due. Our dues are still $5 (£3.30), same as ten and twenty years ago, not like our competitors, 

the Ontario Finger Lakes Beekeepers.  Their dues have rocketed up from $0 to $10.00 (£6.60). 

Whew!  Who can afford that?  I guess some of their members will be migrating south to Bath, 

where beekeeping is still affordable."  I keep telling you beekeeping is fun!  Not sure about the 

value of some of it though. 

 

I have made a few brief enquiries of members who came to the wax days we had with Jim Ryan 

last year.  It seems that so far not many have made anything with beeswax.  Now we are into win-

ter proper it might be a chance to make a few products.  If anyone needs a bit of refreshing please 

speak to Maggie Turner or me, we were there every day. 

Roger 

 

Nell and friend 

http://scientificbeekeeping.com/,
http://scientificbeekeeping.com/,
http://www.schba.info/
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Not to be missed!  A date for your diary. 

West Sussex Beekeepers Annual Convention 

Saturday 27th February 2016, 9.30am – 4.30 pm  

Lodge Hill, Pulborough. 

 

Final touches are being made to the programme and, yet again, we have an impressive combina-

tion of lectures and seminars with something for everyone, beginner to expert.  You will be sure to 

find talks to interest you and so please book the date in your diary now. 

 

It is our pleasure to welcome the main speakers in 2016; Celia Davis, Pete Sutcliffe and Norman 

Carreck. 

 

Celia is the widely respected author of the books ‘The Honey Bee Inside Out’ and ‘The Honey Bee 

Around and About’.  The title of Celia’s main talk is ‘The World of the Honey Bee Queen’.  She 

will also be presenting a seminar ‘World of Scents’. 

 

Pete has worked tirelessly for the BBKA in a number of roles and until recently was a BBKA 

Trustee.  His main talk is on ‘Colony Nutrition’ and he is presenting a seminar on ‘Beekeeping 

Myths’. 

 

Norman is a research scientist, Science Director of IBRA and works alongside Professor Ratnieks 

at the Laboratory of Apiculture and Social Insects at the University of Sussex.  He will be giving a 

main talk on ‘What future for local bees in Britain?’ 

 

As always, there will be other seminars to choose from, including: 

‘Insecticides. Facts and Myths’ by Bartholomews Agri Foods Ltd. 

‘Soap making’ by Liz Ready.  

‘Bees need plants, Plants need bees’ by Pam Hunter. 

‘Exploring Queen Problems’ by Roger Patterson and Jim Norfolk. 

 

Refreshments and a simple lunch will be included and there will be lots of opportunities to catch 

up with fellow beekeepers from around the county.  Paynes will bring a range of equipment and 

books to the convention, so don’t forget your shopping list! 

 

Further details will soon be available on the WSBKA web site and will be sent out with the book-

ing form attached in next month’s newsletter. 
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Caroline Drewett shares the joys and frustrations of running an out-apiary. 

 

In last month’s article I referred to the need to undertake autumn feeding, in contrast to the previ-

ous year when the colonies were full with nectar from late foraging.  November may have been a 

dull month, with little sunshine, but the temperatures were well above the average compared to 

records for previous years.  Whilst many people think of their heating bills and the money saved 

due to delaying turning the heating on, I think of the bees and what effect it may have on them.   

 

There were few nights when the temperature dropped to single figures, let alone temperatures low 

enough to cause the bees to cluster.  There were plenty of flying days, but how much forage would 

the bees find?  Opposite my clinic window at work there is a cherry tree, it has been in full bloom 

since 16th November.  The tree is several yards away, but today I spotted bumblebees and what I 

think (judging by the size) were honeybees foraging on the flowers; today is the first day of De-

cember!  I suspect the honeybees came from Tom & Gordon’s allotment hives which are only a 

short ‘bee hop’ away; I doubt my bees would battle the strong wind to reach this particular tree. 

 

Apart from the fact flying bees may not be finding anything on which to forage, activity within the 

hive will be higher than usual for this time of year; queens may still be laying and the bees will be 

using their stores at a faster rate as a consequence.  In previous years I have put fondant above the 

feed holes following the oxalic acid application, approximately the first or second week of Janu-

ary.  This year I have decided to apply the fondant earlier than usual and will visit the apiary 

within the next few days with a supply for each colony.  The bees will be able to access the fon-

dant should they need it.  There may be beekeepers who disagree with this, but I have a particular 

reason for doing it.   

 

If a beekeeper ‘hefts’ their hives when the autumn feeding has finished, they will be able to ‘heft’ 

them again at intervals during the winter and assess the level of stores remaining.  This does rely 

on the beekeeper having a good memory as to what the weight of each hive felt like at the begin-

ning.  The theory is the beekeeper will then be able to determine if supplementary feeding in the 

form of fondant is required, rather than offering fondant gratuitously.  I 

don’t ‘heft’ my hives and this is my reason for providing fondant early in 

the New Year, between the autumn feeding and the first spring inspections.  

I do not want to aggravate an already dodgy neck and shoulder by ‘hefting’ 

hives; especially as this year one hive is over-wintering on a double brood 

chamber, and another is ‘brood and a half’ with a super under.  I prefer to 

pay for the fondant and save on the painkillers! 

 

In November I also wrote about varroa drop rates post MAQS.  Tom subsequently issued a varroa 

warning following high drop rates encountered at Dounhurst; suggesting members undertake a 

mite check, to be aware of the position with their own bees.  He also asked for the results to be 

emailed to him to see if any conclusion could be drawn as to why varroa levels appear high post 

treatment.  (You will have already read his comment regarding this in his article on page 2.)  As 

soon as I was able, I placed a varroa board under each colony.  High winds and rain prevented me 

retrieving the boards as planned, and the count period was extended to 11 days.  I would normally 

estimate the number of mites, but as Tom was requesting the information I undertook a detailed 

count; spending the evening with a magnifying glass in one hand and a cocktail stick in the other 

(to pick the mites off the boards).  Ah, yes, beekeeping is fun......!! 
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Tom intends the varroa count information forwarded to him by individual beekeepers to be kept as 

confidential.  I am willing to share my findings with you; the results were not what I expected.  

Whatever the reason for the variation in drop-rates, it highlights the need to treat with oxalic acid, 

in the form of the newly approved product, as soon as the weather conditions allow. 

 

MAQS treatment removed: 03/10/15 

Varroa boards inserted: 09/11/15 

Varroa boards removed: 20/11/15 

 

Caroline 

 

Our annual Beginners’ & Improvers’ Day will take place at Pulborough Village Hall on Satur-

day 5th March 2016.   

 

The one day course is designed to provide information to beginners as well as those wishing to 

improve their beekeeping.  The presentations will be by very experienced Wisborough Green bee-

keepers with other members available during break times to provide advice and information. 

 

Included in the ticket price are teas and coffees, a buffet lunch, and the all important information 

booklet.  Many of us still refer to our copies of the booklet even though it is several years since we 

attended the Beginners’ Day as potential beekeepers. 

 

Further information and Booking Form can be found on the Wisborough Green BKA website 

www.wgbka.org.uk/Events_Diary.html 

 

This one day event will make an excellent Christmas present for family and friends interested in 

beekeeping.  Why not treat them to a unique present (it will make a change from jumpers and 

socks!) 

 

Contact Gordon if you would like an email voucher to give as a present. 

 

Gordon Allan 01798 343470, email petworthgordon@btopenworld.com to book. 

 

HIVE 1 HIVE 2 HIVE 3 HIVE 4 

Single Brood Super under Single B/C Super under ‘Brood&1/2’ Double brood 

Actual count: 93 Actual count: 152 Actual count: 21 Actual count: 449 

Daily drop rate: 8 Daily drop rate: 14 Daily drop rate: 2 Daily drop rate: 41 

Frames with brood when 

MAQS removed: 3 

Frames with brood when 

MAQS removed: 2 

Frames with brood when 

MAQS removed: 0 

Frames with brood when 

MAQS removed: 1 

Eggs when MAQS re-

moved: yes 

Eggs when MAQS re-

moved: yes 

Eggs when MAQS re-

moved: No 

Eggs when MAQS re-

moved: Yes 

Note:  Hive robbed by 

wasps early Sept prior to 

MAQS, no brood. 

  Note:  DWV seen prior to 

MAQS. 

  

http://www.wgbka.org.uk/Events_Diary.html
mailto:petworthgordon@btopenworld.com
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Thanks to this month’s contributors.  If you have similar articles or beekeeping ex-

periences you would like to share, please supply articles and any photographs for 

the January edition no later than the 28th December.  
 

If you need any help submitting an article, please give me a call. 
Caroline 

There are a few pubs within an hour or so walking distance from our house.  My Dad occasionally 

takes me on walks during the evenings, he has dinner and a pint or two, I have a few cuddles and 

some leftovers, then we walk home. 

 

We recently went to one pub and as soon as we got in the door I knew there was something differ-

ent.  There was a lady behind the bar I hadn't seen before.  Before my Dad got to the bar this lady 

said to him in an awful pseudo posh voice "hello dwarling".  I am getting to know what my Dad 

doesn't like, being called "dwarling" and people with pseudo posh voices are two of them; so I 

quickly looked at the hair on the back of his neck for confirmation. 

 

As you all know, my Dad is always very tolerant, even though he thinks that some people were put 

on this planet to annoy him.  Although clearly rattled, I thought he was remarkably calm, but he 

usually has something up his sleeve for occasions like this. 

 

It appears the pub had recently changed hands, (I bet you knew that.  They all seem to at least 

twice a year!), so the menu was a bit sparse.  That doesn't bother my Dad because he eats anything, 

so he ordered ham, egg and chips.  When he was waiting, a lovely lady I have met before let me 

have something to eat.  Out jumps "Hello dwarling" from behind the bar and tells my Dad to keep 

me on the lead because a customer complained.  My Dad asked which one and was told it was the 

lady who had given me her leftovers!  The fun was beginning to start because my Dad went and 

apologised in front of "hello dwarling", who was a bit quiet after that! 

 

My Dad went to pay and was asked "was everything alwight".  "Yes thanks" said Dad, "apart from 

the chips that had been cooked three times in the last week!  "I'm sooo sowwy" was the response.  

Out came the bill, Dad hands over his card and it gets put in the machine, and then handed back to 

Dad.  He said "you can put the pin number in if you like, it is 1234".  In goes 1234, but as even a 

dog will know 1234 is likely to be rejected.  It was!  So "hello dwarling" had another go.  You got 

it - but "hello dwarling" didn't.  Dad says, "here, let me do it", puts the right number in and no 

problem!  Guess she said as we left - "bye dwarling"! 

 

We went to Romsey BKA where Dad spoke to them in a lovely old building called King Johns 

House.  There is a lot of information about the history, but I can't read very well.  We met upstairs 

and I stood at the top of the stairs and welcomed everyone.  Dad met a beekeeper he first met 50 

years ago!  I liked their lemon drizzle cake.  Off to Reigate BKA next week, but dogs aren't al-

lowed in the hall.  I have got in twice before, so we know how to do it! 

 

 

Nell 

 

 

 

 


